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cries of these little forgotten souls has 
passed forever. Mr. Obama takes his 
place as the undisputed abortion Presi-
dent. 

While I mourn that reality, Mr. 
Speaker, I take great hope in a new re-
ality that Donald Trump is now Presi-
dent of the United States and that the 
winds of change are beginning to blow. 
I believe Mr. Trump will be a protector 
of these little babies that have waited 
so very long for someone to come along 
and help them. 

So now I pray that the Members of 
this body and those in the United 
States Senate will remember the words 
of Thomas Jefferson when he said: 
‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness, and not its destruction, is the 
chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

That phrase in the 14th Amendment 
that capsulizes our entire Constitution 
says: ‘‘No State shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty, or property without 
due process of law.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
all Americans and their constitutional 
rights is why we are all here. 

Mr. Speaker, there is hope now. We 
wait for that new day that has come to 
manifest and the sun to break through 
the clouds and shine once again on the 
faces of these little babies. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

PROTECTING THE UNBORN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a new day in America. I am 
very gratified that we now have a 
President that looks differently upon 
the innocent unborn than did the last 
one. 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
all Americans and their constitutional 
rights is why we are all here in this 
place. The bedrock foundation of this 
Republic is that clarion declaration of 
the self-evident truth that all human 
beings are created equal and endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalien-
able rights: the rights of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

Every conflict and every battle our 
Nation has ever faced can be traced to 
this core commitment to this self-evi-
dent truth. It has made us the beacon 
of hope for the entire world, Mr. Speak-
er. It is who we are. Yet, today, an-
other day has passed and we in this 
body have still failed to honor that 
foundational commitment. 

While we move in the right direction, 
we have still failed our sworn oath and 
our God-given responsibility, as more 
than 3,000 additional American babies 
died today without the protection we 
should have already given them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, let me just say, in 
the hopes that we will finally embrace 

the truth that abortion really does kill 
little babies, that it is time we looked 
up together again and looked to the 
Declaration of Independence and that 
we remember that we are the same 
America that rejected human slavery 
and that marched into Europe to arrest 
the Nazi Holocaust and that we are the 
courageous and compassionate nation 
that can find a better way for mothers 
and their unborn children than abor-
tion on demand. 

It is a new day in America, Mr. 
Speaker, and we all have a glorious 
new opportunity to make a better 
world and for America to be the one 
that leads the rest of the planet, just 
as we did in the days of slavery, from 
this tragic genocide of murdering more 
than 3,000 of our own children every 
day. 

So now, Mr. Speaker, as we consider 
the plight of the unborn after 44 years 
under Roe v. Wade, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in 
this sunshine of life are all numbered 
and that all too soon each one of us 
will also walk from this Chamber for 
the very last time. 

But if it should be that we are al-
lowed to convene again on yet another 
day, may that be the day, Mr. Speaker, 
when we finally hear the cries of these 
little babies. May that be the day when 
we find the humanity, the courage, and 
the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to 
protect these, the least of our tiny lit-
tle brothers and sisters, from this mur-
derous scourge called abortion on de-
mand. 

It has been 44 years, Mr. Speaker, 
since Roe v. Wade first stained the 
foundation of this Nation with the 
blood of its own children. But, thank-
fully, it is a new day in the land of the 
free and home of the brave. By the 
grace of God, help is finally on the 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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FIXING OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
I rise in support of describing to each 
of my colleagues some important at-
tributes of a big issue that we are all 
working on, and that is about health 
care. I rise today to talk about not just 
the current state of health care, but 
also a direction about where this body 
has an opportunity and a chance to go 
to make America’s healthcare system 
even better so that it is the greatest 
healthcare system in the world. 

President Obama signed what is 
known as ObamaCare, the Affordable 
Care Act, into law on March 23, 2010. 
This was an attempt then by the Presi-
dent and his party, receiving no votes 

from the Republicans in the House or 
the Senate, to offer a brand-new vision 
to the American people of their idea of 
health care. 

It took several years for the Amer-
ican people really to comprehend and 
understand this undertaking, but we 
are now in the sixth year of 
ObamaCare, and it has turned out that 
it not only is not sustainable, but it 
has provided millions of people who 
have lost coverage, higher premiums. 
It is not uncommon to see where some 
healthcare providers are raising their 
rates by 60 percent, and in 2013 alone, 
4.7 million Americans had their pre-
ferred healthcare system canceled. 

So the plan began with the high acco-
lades of President Obama and Demo-
crats, only to see, in its sixth year, it 
has become a concrete life preserver to 
many who are not only on the plan, but 
those who would wish to have their 
own healthcare coverage and cannot 
because of this law. 

Tonight what I would like to describe 
to my colleagues is a chance for them 
to begin understanding that the Amer-
ican people have elected Donald J. 
Trump, Republicans, back into the ma-
jority, and Republicans back again into 
the majority in the United States Sen-
ate. This was done because there were 
a number of ideas that were made well 
aware to the voting public that Repub-
licans would have an answer not only 
to repeal, but to replace the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Republicans, in fact, now that we are 
in our second or third week of being in 
the majority, with President Trump 
taking office last Friday, Republicans 
have begun working not only with 
themselves, but with this administra-
tion on ideas that will make the re-
placement of ObamaCare even better 
for each and every person in this coun-
try. 

The ability to make this transition, I 
believe, will require a deliberate and 
disciplined approach by Members of 
Congress and the American people for 
us to listen to each other, for, you see, 
Republicans do have better ideas to fix 
health care for all Americans. The 
basis of the understanding about where 
Republicans will come from, I believe, 
is embodied in the law as it exists 
today. 

In 1943, employer-sponsored insur-
ance exemption was given. It was dur-
ing World War II. It was at a time when 
there were wages that were frozen but 
opportunities for benefits to be given 
to employees that would not be taxed. 
And so back in 1942, this benefits sys-
tem arose. Sure, it became an oppor-
tunity as a result of being employed. It 
became an employer benefit. And that 
is what has taken place today with 
about 150 million Americans who re-
ceive the benefits of pretax contribu-
tions not only by their employer, but 
also by the employee to their 
healthcare system. 

Well, just last December, under the 
21st Century Cures Act, Congress made 
a new change, updating, allowing more 
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